mainstream politics has degenerated into sheer game of power and
corruption. The administration is not responsive because of lack of
determination and vision in the political leadership. The ideological zeal
of the Naxalite movement is petering out as they are reaching a dead-end
not knowing which direction they should move. The desire for quick
revolution had pushed the confused leadership from the programme of
armed struggle in rural areas to individual killings and head-hunting, upto
the cities. I need not go into the details of what happened to the Left
movement in West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. They broadly fall into
the pattern outlined earlier. Being possessed by intense ideological
sympathy for the have-nots, some of them keep close to the people; but
being unable to have a perspective or world-view they are not able to
find out the next step or stage of the revolutionary struggle. Mere zeal
cannot be a substitute for consistent political, economic and social
thought and strategy for social transformation. It dies out, gets
fragmented, goes in the hands of anti-social mafia elements. These
revolutionary groups continue to survive on the plea and platform of civil
liberties and human rights as against state terrorism which strikes a
sympathetic cord in the mind of society, but it is a short-term affair. Lack
of ideological and programatical clarity of the leadership loosens their
grip over the followers. The adventurist elements increasingly penetrate
into their ranks and try to do business to make money and gain social
clout. This veneer of ideology having been torn out, they lose the
sympathy of the people, which had already started eroding over a period
of time. The very logic of violence has fragmented the groups. They kill
each other as well as some of the well meaning people in society who
have proved to be their shields in the public eye.
We are at such a stage in many parts of the country. When we
are discussing Naxalism today, let us be clear that the questions of rural
restructuring, -which were raised when the movement originated, still
remain unanswered. The leadership has no answer. There are some
small motivated groupswhose spirit of service and identification with the
masses continue to be respected. That is because of the moral and
ethical approach of individuals and groups but not because of the appeal
of a well understood and properly worked-out ideology and plan which
can carry the masses with them in any state as a whole, much less the
country.
The situation both in politics and Naxalism has degenerated.
Adventurism, adhocism and selfishness dominate. Quick revolution
through armed struggle and getting into power, and becoming rich by
any means are the hall-marks of today's reckoning. It is the common
masses who continue to be grinded into poverty and destitution. Both